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SECRET 

PAGE 01 BONN 18356 101535Z 
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ACTION ACDA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO ACDE-00 ERDE-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 

INRE-00 USIE-00 ERDA-05 CIAE-00 H-02 INR-07 10-10 

L-03 NSAE-00 OIC-02 OMB-Ol PA-01 PM-04 PRS-01 SAJ-01 

SAM-01 SP-02 SS-15 TRSE-00 NSC-05 NRC-05 /088 W 

075978 

OR 101523Z NOV 75 

FM AMEMBASSY BONN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4257 

USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 

INFO SECDEF WASHDC 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

USDEL MBFR VIENNA 

USNMR SHAPE 

CINC EUR VAIHINGEN 

SEC RET BONN 18356 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, NATO, MBFR, GW 

SUBJECT: MBFR: OPTION III: EQUIPMENT REDUCTIONS 
REF: STATE 264295 DTG071708Z NOV 75 

1. WE MET WITH AMBASSADOR ROTH ON NOVEMBER 10 TO MAKE 
THE POINTS CONTAINED REFTEL. WE PROVIDED ROTH WITH A 
NON-PAPER BASED UPON PARAS 2-6. 

2. ROTH THANKED US FOR THE NON-PAPER AND ADVISED THAT 
THE FRG WOULD PROVIDE A CONSIDERED RESPONSE. ROTH THEN 
EXPRESSED HIS BELIEF THAT THE SOVIETS WILL IN FACT 

PRESS HARD FOR EQUIPMENT REDUCTIONS OF NON-US ALLIES. 
THIS BEING THE CASE, IT WILL BE NECESSARY FOR THE 
ALLIANCE TO HAVE ITS POSITION READY FOR USE AT THE 
APPROPRIATE TIME. ROTH REPEATED SEVERAL TIMES DURING 
THE COURSE OF THE CONVERSATION THE NEED TO REACT AT 
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PAPER IN CASE THE SOVIETS ASK THE EXPECTED QUESTIONS. 
ROTH SAID IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO FORESEE THE EXACT 
TACTICAL NEGOTIATING SITUATION. BUT THAT WE CAN BE 
CERTAIN THE SOVIETS WILL RAISE SOMETHING UNEXPECTED 
WHICH WILL REQUIRE FURTHER ALLIANCE CONSULTATIONS. 

3. ROTH SEIZED UPON THE WORD "AUTOMATICALLY'' IN 
PARA 5 REFTEL. ROTH SAID THE FRG HAD NEVER TALKED 
ABOUT AUTOMATICITY, BUT RATHER HAD ARGUED THAT THE 
SUBSTANCE OF THE ANSWER SHOULD BE READY FOR USE. HE 
SAID THE FRG'S MAIN CONCERN IS TO AVOID PREJUDICING 
PHASE II BY WHAT HAPPENS IN PHASE I. 

4. IN ACCORDANCE PARA 7 REFTEL, WE ADVISED ROTH THAT 
THE FRG'S "COMPROMISED TEXT" WAS A STEP BACKWARDS. 
ROTH REPLIED THAT THE FRG WAS ONLY TRYING TO BE HELP- 
FUL. HE NOTED, SPEAKING CONFIDENTIALLY, THAT THE UK 
INTRODUCTION OF PAAS 4-10 WAS LARGELY AT THE INSTANCE 
OF JOHN THOMSON, AND THAT THE FRG HAD TRIED UNSUCCESS- 
FULLY TO PERSUADE HIM NOT TO TABLE THE PROPOSALBUT 
RATHER TO WORK WITH THE DRAFT LANGUAGE LABORIOUSLY 
AGREED UPON IN NATO. ROTH CONTINUED THAT THE FRG HAD 
NO INTENTION OF GETTING CAUGHT BETWEEN THE US AND UK 
FRONT LINES. WHEN IT BECAME CLEAR THAT THE US STRONGLY 
OBJECTED TO THE NEW UK PROPOSAL, ROTH ORDERED THE FRG 
NATO REP TO WITHDRAW THE "COMPROMISE TEXT". THIS 
SHOULD BE DONE AT THE NOVEMBER 10 SPC MEETING. 

HIT .1 .F.NBR AND 
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